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SIEGE OF CASILINUM.

from Spain. This avenue lie kept open until the fatal day
of the Metaurus wrecked the possibility of help from this
direction.

So soon as Hannibal left Campania, Fabius undertook the
long desired siege of Casilinum, which he had been prudent
enough not to Jbegin in earnest with the Carthaginian army

CAPUA,

Siege of Casilinnm.

near at hand, though he had made a slight attempt on the
town while Hannibal was near Neapolis. To make his work
tell, to the best advantage, he invited Marcellus to move up
from Nola to help Mm on the south bank, where he could
at the same time observe Capua in order to prevent its inter-
ference with the siege-operations. Nola was strengthened by
Marcellus with two thousand men and could take care of
herself in the absence of Hannibal.

Casilinum was garrisoned by seven hundred of Hannibal's
veterans and two thousand Capuans under Status Metius.
Marcellus moved to Casilinum, where he undertook work from
the left bank, while Fabius pushed the siege from the right.rcus Livh&H, an officer sent by Valerius from Bran-
